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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

May 18, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on May 

18, 2015 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Chester Deloatch, 

Virginia Spruill and Joseph Barrett 

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that there are no changes to 

the agenda. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments.  

 

Commissioner Carter delivered the Invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for May 4, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the Regular 

Session Minutes for May 4, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for May 4, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for May 4, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for May 18, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the agenda as 

is. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Maintenance Budget and 3 Year Resurfacing/Retreatment Plans: 

 

Mr. Sterling Baker, NCDOT Division One Maintenance Engineer, appeared before the Board to 

provide them with information on County Road Maintenance and Operating budgets.  
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Budget Amendments, Bank Account Signature, and Financial Report: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to present Budget Amendments 46-

51 (excluding #48 which was previously approved). 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve budget 

amendments 46-51 omitting #48. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also asked for approval of a Bank Resolution for signature for the Northampton 

County Central Depository account at Southern Bank. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board approve 

Fannie P. Greene as the signatory for Northampton County Central Depository. Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked if the time delay was because we extended Mr. Carter as the 

signatory. Mrs. Vick said that there was an issue with changing the signature plate, which took 

longer than normal. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Vick presented the Operating Budget Report for the period ending April 30, 2015. 

Mrs. Vick noted that revenues are over expenditures by $4,199,000 which is an increase over last 

fiscal year for this same period of time. Water revenues are over expenditures, solid waste 

revenues are over expenditures. The water fund is doing fine. Mrs. Vick stated that we might 

come up short (around $20,000) with the solid waste fund. It will depend on the prior year tax 

collections that we get.  

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
  



-479-2015 

 

 
  



-480-2015 

 

  



-481-2015 

 

  



-482-2015 

 

 
  



-483-2015 

 

 
  



-484-2015 

 

 
  



-485-2015 

 

 
  



-486-2015 

 

 
  



-487-2015 

 

 
  



-488-2015 

 

 
  



-489-2015 

 

 
  



-490-2015 

 

 
  



-491-2015 

 

 
  



-492-2015 

 

 
  



-493-2015 

 

Two Public Hearing Requests: Close-Outs for Enviva and Severn Peanut Project: 

 

Mr. Gary Brown, EDC Director, appeared before the Board to request a date and time for Public 

Hearings for the Enviva and Severn Peanut Projects.  

 

Chairwoman Greene asked the Clerk for a date and time. Ms. Nelson gave the date of June 1, 

2015 at 10:20 am for the Enviva Public Hearing, and 10:35 am for the Severn Peanut Project 

Public Hearing.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that we have the two 

public hearings on June 1
st
; the first one at 10:20 for Enviva, the second at 10:35 for Severn 

Peanut.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Copier Rental Agreement: 

 

Mrs. Marcenda Rogers, HR Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for the lease 

agreement of a copier machine from CopyPro. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked Mrs. Rogers if she was able to get any other bids or estimates. Mrs. 

Rogers replied no because she has been working with CopyPro for 11 years. She said that she 

can seek out other companies if the Board wishes her to.  

 

There was a discussion concerning the contract and why this copier is not under the CopyPro 

umbrella that a lot of other copiers for the County are under. If this copier is under contract for 

five years as suggested, then it will not be able to go under the umbrella. County Attorney Scott 

McKellar recommended that he try and negotiate an early termination clause in the contract on 

30 days written notice. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to follow the Attorney’s 

suggestion and recommendation.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with a request for 

appointments for the East Carolina Behavioral Health Board that was brought up at a previous 

meeting. The ECBH Board needs a Commissioner appointment, as well as another designee 

from the County. Chairwoman Greene will attend the first couple of meetings and then decide if 

she will be able to stay on the Board or recommend another Commissioner. Commissioner 

Carter will ask Sondra Vann of DSS if she would like to serve, and Vice-Chairman Barrett 

suggested asking John White, Acting Health Director, to serve if Ms. Vann is unable.  

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board for a date and time for two Public Hearings. One is for a 

rezoning action to rezone approximately 36 acres from Highway Business to Light Industrial, 

and the other hearing is to rezone a half acre parcel of land from Highway Business to 

Agriculture. She is asking for the date of July 6, 2015; and the times of 10:05 am, and 10:20 am. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Public Hearings 

be held on July 6
th

 at 10:05 am and 10:20 am.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board to think about appointments for the Planning Board. Members 

are needed for Commissioners Spruill and Carter’s districts. She also needs an appointment for 

the Board of Adjustment for Commissioner Deloatch’s district.  

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $315.91 on two appeals.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to release the taxes on the 

account numbers so listed.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for a decision to release interest and penalties associated to 

discoveries tax bills for 2008 through 2013 in the amount of $708.03 for Guynn Inc. DBA 

Woodland Restaurant and Lounge. 

 

Mr. Guynn was present and addressed the Board to plead his case. He explained that his tenant at 

the time was under a rental agreement to pay the taxes for equipment in the building, and was 

responsible for listing the equipment for taxation purposes.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners not approve the request for release of penalties and interest accrued per statutes 

in the amounts of $708.03 and the taxpayer did not meet any of the valid defense for release.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett wanted to hear comments from the Attorney. Mr. McKellar asked Mr. 

Guynn while Mr. Johnson was the tenant, if there a written lease agreement. Mr. Guynn replied 

yes. Mr. McKellar said he understood that Mr. Guynn owned the building and the dirt. He asked 

if it is Mr. Guynn’s testimony before the Board that while Mr. Johnson was his tenant, was he 

leasing the equipment as well. Mr. Guynn said they had no right to sell any equipment that was 
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in the building, but Mr. Johnson had taken out one of the AC units and put in one of his own 

units. Once he left, he put their unit back in. Mr. McKellar asked if Mr. Johnson bought the 

restaurant equipment with him. Mr. Guynn said no. Mr. McKellar clarified that it was Mr. 

Guynn’s equipment from day one.  

 

Board of E&R: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed regular session to convene as a Board of Equalization and 

Review. 

 

Mrs. Allen presented the May 4, 2015 minutes. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Board of 

Equalization and Review minutes of May 4, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen asked if anyone in the audience wished to appeal their 2015 values. Today is the last 

day to do so. 

 

No appeals were heard. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn the Board of 

Equalization and Review and to enter into regular session.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals: 

 

Mrs. Allen appeared before the Board to seek a decision to release tax bills 04A1301756 and 

05A1301756 for years 2004 and 2005 for Elizabeth Peace Magee Rev. Trust parcel 13-01756. 

 

Mrs. Magee was present to address the Board. She stated that her secretary that kept her records 

at the time had never received these particular tax bills. Mrs. Magee said she has a problem being 

billed for something from ten years ago that she has no idea that she owes. It was discovered that 

the Magees waived the title search and therefore did not know taxes were owed on the property. 

However, the taxes for 2004 and 2005 remain on said property. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners not approve the request for release of tax bill 04A1301756 and 05A1301756 

because the bills were not imposed through clerical error, was not an illegal tax, nor was the tax 

levied for an illegal purpose.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett wanted to hear from the County Attorney. Mr. McKellar stated that it’s a 

non-issue the fact that the taxes follow the property, it is buyer beware if you don’t get a title 

search. He said there is a ten year statute of limitations to take a collection action, but he reads 

the statute to say that the lien continues forever; there is no ten year statute of limitations, and the 

lien is still due. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked for the Board’s action concerning the penalty regarding returned checks in 

an appeal for Dennis Abramczyk. 
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A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to deny Mr. 

Abramczyk’s appeal.  Question Called:  yes (Commissioners Carter, Spruill, Deloatch and 

Greene); no (Commissioner Barrett).  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain action concerning the appeal of Linda 

Mulder for Roy W. Brown on Account 10387.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board deny Ms. 

Mulder’s appeal.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked for the Board’s action concerning the appeal of Josephine T. Dunn on 

Account 88182. Ms. Dunn was present and addressed the Board. She is asking that the taxes on 

her vehicle be released because she sold it to her nephew during the year in question. Ms. Dunn 

presented proof that her nephew paid taxes on the vehicle in Durham County in 2013.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that these funds be 

released.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen asked for the Board’s action concerning the appeal of Onyx Club on Account 

57863.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board deny Mr. 

Jones’ appeal.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to recess regular session.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4).  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to adjourn closed 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board  

“r.m. 05-18-15” 


